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The Influence of Converſation, 
with the Regulation thereof. 


* 


PRO v. Xiii. 20. 


He that walketh with wiſe Men ſhall 
be wiſe, but a Companion of I'ools 
ſhall be deſtroyed. 


ONVERSATION has 
ever juſtly been accounted a 


powerful Inſtrument of Good 
or Evil; it has had ever a 
mighty Influence on the Conduct of 
Human Life; and the Vice or Virtue 
of the World has ever, in a great Mea- 
ſure, been owing to it. The Regula- 
tion, therefore, of it, did in all Ages de- 
mand the utmoſt Prudence and Cauti- 
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on; but ſurely in none more than in 
tha of ours. Now, if ever, it 1s ne- 
ceſlary for us to exhort all that have a 
Concern for their own Souls, to ſhun 
the Way of the Sinner, and refrain 


_ their Feet from the Path of the Wick- 


ed. Now, if ever, *tis neceilary for us 
to exhort all that fear the Lord, to 
unite and combine themſelves for the 
Defence of his Honour, for the Secu- 
rity of their own Souls, and, if it be 
poſſible, for the giving a Check to Sin, 
and propagating Holineſs, in this im- 
pious Generation. For now the Num- 
ber and Confidence of Sinners increaſes 
daily; Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs ſpread 
like a Leproſy; there is nothing in 
Example, nothing in Diſcourſe, that 
ſpeaks us Chriſtians; we ſeem to have 
quitted, not only the Morals, but the 


Principles of the Goſpel, and have 


degenerated fo far from the Modeſt 
Purity, Sanity and Dignity of Chri- 
ſtian Converſation, that the leaſt Air 
of Seriouſnefs and Gravity begins to 
look fingular and unfaſhionable: So 
that, what is worſt of all, whilſt the 
Wicked publiſh their Sin as Sodom, 
and hide it not, Religion ſeems to 
want 
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want Aſſurance, to diſtruſt its own 
Cauſe, and to be in a Manner out of 
Countenance every-where, but in the 
Cloſet and the Temple; and we are 
in Danger in a little while to ſee Men 
more aſhamed of Virtue than of Vice. 
Theſe are the Reflexions which deter- 
mine me to this Subject. There is 
nothing obſcure in the Text; I am on- 
ly to mind you, that Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, Folly and Sin, are Terms 
equivalent in the Language of the Scrip- 
ture, and particularly of this Book of 
Proverbs: And that to make up the 
Antitheſis or Oppoſition between the 
two Parts of this Verſe entire and full, 
we muſt read it thus: Fe that keeps 
company with the virtuous and good, will 
himſelf be virtuous and happy: But he 
that keeps company with the vicious, will 
be vicious and miſerable, The Text then 
contains theſe two Propoſitions : 


JJ. ͤ TTT . Ea a 


bk. 


= 


| 1. That Men generally become ſuch as 
3 the Company they keep. 

3 2. That Happineſs is the natural Reſult 
3 or Fruit of Holineſs, and Miſery of 


N Sin. 
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T will therefore, 1. Inſiſt on each of 
theſe Doctrines, and then give you two 
or three Rules for your due Conduct in 
Reference to Society. 


1. That Men are generally ſuch as 
their Acquaintance and Familiars are. 
This is affirmed in my Text, no leſs 
with Reference to good than bad Com- 
pany : There is one general and plain 
Reaſon for this; all Men are naturally 
Lovers of themſelves, and therefore the 
moſt effectual Way of endearing and 
obliging one another is by mutual Re- 
ſpects and Compliances; no Man can 
make his Court more effectually to ano- 
ther, than by falling in with him in 


Opinion and Practice, approving his 


Judgment, and obſerving his Inclinat ion; 
this is that which flatters our Self- love, 
the predominant Principle in our Na- 
tures; this is that which renders Soci- 


ety agreeable, and Friendſhip laſting ; 


which is never to be hoped for, where 


Men's Principles and Humours are in- 
oonſiſtent and incompatible: Ere we 
can be pleaſed ourſelves, or pleaſe o- 
thers, we muſt be mutually —— 
an 
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and moulded into an Agreement and 
Conformity of Principles and Morals, 
we mult be acted and governed by the 
ſame Aﬀections and Inclinations, and 
moved and led by the ſame Deſires and 
Paſſions. This is ſo far the univerſal 
Senſe of Mankind, that it has eſcaped 
no body's Obſervation; all act and judge 
by this Rule; we eſtimate Men by 
the Intimacies they maintain; and he 
is thought to have forfeited all Preten- 
fion to good Senſe or good Breeding, 
who does not ſtifle thoſe Sentiments, 
and ſuppreſs thoſe Inclinations, which 
are apt to ſhock the Company he is 
in, or give any Diſturbance or Diſguſt 
to his Friends. From hence the Propo- 
fation laid down follows with undenia- 
ble Evidence, That Men are generally 
ſuch as their Companions are: For that 
Society will ſoon be diſſolved, where we 
reap no Satisfaction from it; and we 
can reap none where there is no Agree- 

ment in our Notions and Inclinations. 
But that this Truth, which is of the 
higheſt Conſequence, may be the more 
deeply imprinted, I will proceed to a 
more diſtin and particular Illuſtration 
of it. And firſt of . 
om- 
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Fear? how does it raiſe us when we 
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Company has on us towards making us 
wiſe and good, There are two Things 
in wiſe Men which never fail to work 
upon their Friends and Acquaintance : 
Firſt, Good Diſcourſe ; Secondly, Good 
Examples. 

Firſt then as to good Diſcourſe ; how 
manifeſt is the Tendency of this? what 
Light, what Strength, what Pleaſure does 
it miniſter? how does it awaken the 
Conſcience, and purify the Heart? how 
does it quicken us when we languiſh ? 
how does it recal and reduce us when 
we begin to forget ourſelves, and lay 


aſide a wiſe Sobriety of Mind and holy 


fink and grovel, and how often does 
it kindle in us wiſe Deſires and holy 
Purpoſes ? Thus Sclamon obſerves, That 
the Lips of the Wiſe diſperſe Knowledge, 
Prov. xv. 7. and the New Teſtament tells 
us, concerning this Kind of Diſcourſe, 
that it miniſters Grace to the Hearer; 
that it edifies and builds us up in our holy 
Faith : And the Diſciples, going to Em- 
maus, remark what Lite and Spirit there 
was in the Converſation of our Lord : 
Did not our Hearts burn within us while 
he talked to us on the Way, and while he 
opened 
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opened to us the Scriptures? Luke xxiv. 32. 
Now, though no Words can ever be 
impregnated with the ſame Force and 
Energy with which our Lord's were; 
yet certainly, when God and our great 
Mediator, when the Riches of Divine 
Grace, when Righteouſneſs and Heaven 
are the Subject of our Diſcourſe ; when 
our Language flows from the Heart, 
and is animated by a vital and experi- 
mental Senſe of that we talk of; when 
it has all the Advantages which a true 
Friendſhip and known Integrity, and 
the moſt favourable Opportunities can 
give it: Such Diſcourſe can never fail 
of moving and affecting us. 

From Diſcourſe I paſs on to Exam- 
ple; and here tis certain, That Virtue 
never appears ſo beautiful and lovely as 
in Action: That it is repreſented with 
much more Life, in the PraCtice of a 
wiſe and good Man, than it can be in 
Rules and Precepts : That the Notions 


we form of Duty from the Lives of 


Others, are generally more correct and 
juſt, than thoſe which we form even 
from the Scriptures themſelves; for we 
areapt to bend and accommodate the Rule 
a little in favour of ourſelves, but we 

never 
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never do ſo in favour of others: That 
the Excellencies and Perfections of a 
Friend are very ſtrong Incitements to 
Emulation, and very ſenſible Reproofs 
of our Remiſſneſs and comparative Bar- 
renneſs and Unprofitableneſs; and on 
the other Side, his Defects are excel- 
lent Leſſons of Caution and Watchful- 
neſs: Tis, laſtly, certain, that whatever 
Beauty and Lovelineſs there be in Vir- 
tue, it receives a new Acceſſion from 
the Example of my Friend, whoſe In- 
tegrity I know; and the Eſteem and At- 
fection I have for him, is apt to beget 
in me a Value for every Thing he ap- 
proves, and inclines me to be pleaſed 
with what he does. But theſe Argu- 
ments are too many and too cop!'ous to 
be dwelt on; I content myſelf there- 
fore only to have mentioned them, and 
will lay before you but this one ſingle 
Conſideration: A good Life in a Compa- 
nion is certainly a mighty Motiveand En- 
couragement to us; for while we behold 
our Friends diſcharging the Parts of good 
Chr:i/tians, we ſee in them not only what 
we ought to do, but what we may do, 
Whatever is poſſible to them, is poſſible 
to us too; for they are clad with the ſame 
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Frailties and Paſſions, expoſed to the 
ſame Temptations, and have no other 
Aſſiſtances than what we have, or may 
have. In them we have plain Demon- 
{tration of the Truth and Power of Re- 
ligion; we can no longer imagine that 
Faith is a mere Speculation or Amuſe- 
ment, or Virtue a mere Pretence or 
Name; under theſe Convictions we 
ſhall either come to a Reſolution our- 
ſelves to do our Duty, or ſhall ſuffer 
the daily Reproaches of our own Minds, 
This is the natural Influence of Exam- 
ple; it Inſtructs, it Reproves, Exhorts, 
and, if it do not Prevail, it Condemns, 
Thus St. Paul, Heb, xii. 1. Wherefore 
being compaſſed about with ſuch a Cloud 
of Mitneſſes, let us lay afide every Weight, 
and the Sin that does ſo eaſily beſet us. 
And let us run with Patience the Race 
that is ſet before us. Where the Apoſtle 
plainly teaches us, that, if the Faith and 
Patience of Martyrs and Conſeſſors do 
not move us to imitate their Virtues, 
they will certainly ferve to upbraid and 
condemn us at the laſt Day; and cer- 
tainly the Examples of the Living, and 
thoſe of our Familiars and Friends cannot 
but have as much Force and Power in 
them, 
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them, as thoſe of the Dead: Nay much 
more, for the Reaſons ] have already ſug- 
geſted. Will not our own Hearts be 
apt to reaſon thus with us, on every 
Reflexion we make on the Virtues of 
our Friend? What am I doing? can he 
and I go to the ſame Place at laſt? he 
rſues a Crown by Works of Faith, and 
ſhall T obtain it by the Works of Da:k- 
neſs? he ſeeks a Heaven by the Labour 
of Love, and the Patience of Hope ; and 
ſhall I gain it by Sloth and Idleneſs, by 
Senſuality and Looſeneſs? he mortifies 
the Body while I indulge it; he prays 
and contends, and paſſes his Life in ho- 
ly Fear, while | am careleſs and uncon- 
cerned about a future State, His Con- 
duct is regular, his Diſcourſe heavenly, 
the Bent of his Soul is toward that 
which is good; but how little do I 
mind theſe Things? how hard is it for 
me not to let him ſee that I am wholly 
ſet upon the Pleaſures and Profits of 
this World? what do I mean? am ] in- 
deed in the right, and he in the wrong ? 
is Religion indeed but a well-deviſed 
Fable? Alas! I ſee the contrary. I fee 
that there is Truth and Reaſon on his 
Side ; I cannot but reverence him, and 
think 
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think him happy; I cannot but owa 
that he follows his Reaſon, I my Luft 
and Fancy. 'How uneaſy.theſe Kind of 
Soliloquies muſt be, and how naturally 
they will end, either in reforming our 
Follies, or in-breaking off and quitting a 
Converſation which gives us ſo much 
Trouble, you cannot but ſee. 


I have done with the Influence of good 
Company ; I am next to confider that o 
bad. This Subject, after what I have 
in general ſaid, does not require long 
mfifting on. Daily Experience is too 
plain, too ſad a Proof of this Truth, 
That Sin is catching and infectious: 
That Human Nature is fo prone to 
Evil, that it needs very little 'Tempta- 
tion or Encouragement to it: That ill 
Principles and Practices are ſoon pro- 
pagated; and, if they find any Counte- 
nance and Approbation from thoſe we 
converſe with, they will eafily bear down 
all the Oppoſition which the Modeſty 
of a civil Education, the weak Impret- 
hons of Reputation, or Necency, or the 
Checks of natural Reaſon, can raiſe 
againſt them, Nay, Holineſs itſelf, un- 
leſs well grown, and deeply rooted, 
| | B can 
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can ſcarcely reſiſt the Contagion which 
ill Company ſpreads. Gan a Man (faith 
Solomon) take Fire in his Boſam, and his 
- Cloaths not be burnt Prov, vi. 27. And 
evil Communication ( ſaith St. Paul) cor- 
rupts good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. But we 
ſhall be more ſenſible of the pernicious 
Effects of ill Company, if we conſider 
theſe two or three Things, 


I. Sin is the Cement of the Friend- 
ſhips and Intimacies of Sinners; Vice 
is the Subject of their Converſation, 
and ſome Senſuality or other makes up 
the Diverſion and Entertainment of 
ſuch Company, And how can it be 
| otherwiſe? Out of the Abundance of the 
Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, Matt. xii, 
32. What can the Mouth utter but 
Sin and Folly, when the Heart is full 
of Wantonnefs, Luſt, Pride, Envy, Am- 
bition, Sottiſhneſs, or Vanity? What 
but polluted Streams can flow from a 
polluted Fountain? What but Evil can 
an Evil Man bring forth out of the evi 
Treaſure of the Heart? Matt. xii. 35. 
How hard is it then even for a good 
Man to maintain the Character and Dig- 
nity of his Mind, where Cenſures and 

: Slanders, 
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= Slanders, malicious Wit, or Trifling and 
Impertinence make up the Converſati— 
on? How hard is it, even for ſuch a 
one, to preſerve the Purity and Sor 
briety of his Mind; where Riot and 
Luxury is the Buſineſs they meet about; 
where Pride apd Oftentation of Life 
is the only Thing admired ; and nothing 
has any Savour in it, that is wiſe or 
good, devout or humble? And, if a vir- 
tuous Perſon can in ſuch Company ſcarce 
keep his Ground, how eaſily are thoſe 
borne away by the Stream, who are of 
themſelves but too prone to Evil, and 
too fond of Temptation; 
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2, Ill Company does naturally inſtil 
and propagate vicious Principles, world- 
Bf ly Maxims, ſenſual, carnal Improve- 

3 ents: Here we are furniſhed with 
Od'djections againſt God and Providence, 

| with Excuſes and Apologies for Sin; 
= here we learn to ridicule Religion and 
YM Conſcience, and diſpute ourſelves out 
of all Senſe and Duty, *Tiis of this Sort 
ol CommunicationSt. Paul ſpeaks, when 
he ſaith, That it corrupts good Man- 

| ners. And at this Day, thoſe Errors 

7 which fret like a Canker, and conſume 
5 23 every 
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every Thing that is wiſe and ſerious 
in us, have multiplied ſo beyond mea- 
ſure, that they are no longer the En- 
cloſure of ſome few Pretenders to Free- 
dom and Reaſon, but the fooliſheſt and 
meaneſt, as well as the moſt vicious 
Part of Mankind, ate deeply tinged 
with them. 5 


3. Il Company creates Confidence in 
Sin; a Cuſtom of talk ing unconcern- 
edhy and looſely does naturally make 
Way for Careleffneſs and Liberty in our 
Actions; and, if we repeat either often, 
we ſhall ſoon grow bold and ſtupid in 
Sin: For, if we neglect to make any 
Reflexion upon our Words or Actions, 
we ſhall} be inſenſibly betrayed into a 
Hardneſs of Heart; or, if (what is worfe) 
we be driven, by the Reproaches of 
our Conſcience upon Reflexion, to take 
Sanctuary in the Cheats and Impoſtures, 
whether vulgar or more refined, which 
Sinners are wont to put upon them- 
ſelves, we ſhall ſoon fink into Prophane- 
neſs and Atheiſm. Having thus unfold- 
ed to you the Truth of the firſt Propo- 
ſition, and ſhewed you that Men m_— 
uch 


＋ 
4 * 
39 
--B 
p <7? 
bo - 
» 
- 0 
% 
' a 


i, . ” A — m — A ww wu 


ly 
* 
4 5 
1 
3 
*. 
* . 
3 
2 1 
7 
. 
F 2 
— 
* 
6 
* 


[ 17 +] 
ſuch as their Company ; I am next to 
proceed to the 


Second, That Happineſs is the Fruit of 
Wiſdom, and Miſery of Folly. Men may 
flatter themſelves as they pleaſe, and 
delude themſelves with vain Words; 
they may call the Proud and Rich hap- 
py 3 they may admire the proſperous 
Sinner, and, in a ſenſeleſs Fit, applaud 
themſelves in their vicious Pleaſures ; but 
they muſt bid Defiance, not only. to 
Revelation, but even Reaſon and Ex- 
perience too, e're they can promiſe 
themſelves a true and laſting Satisfacti- 
on in any Thing but Virtue, Revela- 
tion tells us plainly, that Godlineſt, and 
that only, has the Promiſe of the Life that 
now is, and of that which is to come, 
1 Tim. iv. 8. That, if we ſow to the 
Fleſh, we ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption; 
but, if through the Spirit we mortiſ the 
Deeds of the Body, we ſhall live, Gal, vi. 
8. That we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, that we may 
receive according to what we have done 
in the Body, whether it be good or evil, 
2 Cor. v. 10. And both Reaſon and 
Experience, as well as Revelation, tell 

rn, us, 
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us, that Sin is fruitleſs and diſhonoura- 
ble. Nom. vi. 21. What Fruit had ye 


then in thoſe Things whereof you are now 


aſhamed ® That there is no Peace to the 
Wicked: That they are like a troubled 
Sea when it cannot reſt, continually thraw- 
ing up its own Mire and Dirt, If, lvii. 
20. That the Miſeries and Calamities 
of Life ſpting from Sin: That Sin blaſts 
our Enjoyments and Poſſeſſions; that 
it gives Sting and Edge to all our Mi- 
ſeries and Misfortunes: For, if we did 
not doat upon the Body and the World, 
the Evils of Life could not wound us 
ſo deeply. In a Word, Revelation, 
Reaſon, Experience aſſure us, that 
Righteouſneſs fills the Mind with Peace 
and Joy ; that Sin tortures it with Con- 
tradictions and unreaſonable Paſſions, 
with the Guilt and the Terrors of 
the Lord; and what think we muſt 
be the Bey l bath in gether dad ? 
dn the Day of the Revelation of the righte- 
ous Judgment of God, Rom. . 5. Muſt 


the Nature of Things be altered, that 


the Sinner may be ſaved? Muſt Reli- 
gion be an Impoſture, that Madneſs 
and Folly may prove Wiſdom? Muſt 
Reaſon be a mere. Amuſement, _—_ 
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Luſt and Fancy may be infallible Guides? 
Muſt the Judgment of another World 
contradict all our Senſe and Experience 
in this, that the little Raillery and So- 
phiſtry of the looſe and vicious Part of 
Mankind may prove the only Thing 
that has Solidity and Weight in it? 
Theſe are Things too abſurd and ri- 
diculous to be fancied. I will enlarge 
no longer on a Truth which is contro- 
verted by none, except the Prophane 
and Atheiſtical, but will on to the third 


Thing propoſed. 


Thirdly, To give you ſome Advice for 
your better Conduct, as to Society, or 
keeping Company, "This may be reduced 
to three Heads : 


1. Ve muſt be very cautions what 
Company we keep. 


2. We muſt endeavour to make the bet 


Uſe of tt. 
3. Ne muſt be fully perſwaded, that 


the due Government of ourſelves m 
this Point is a Matter of the 
higheft Moment. 

. As 
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1/7, As to the firſt Rule: We muſt 
reject the Authority of Scripture, if we 
refuſe to obſerve it; for this expreſsly 
forbids us to aſſociate ourſelves with 
the Wicked and Vicious. Prov. iv. 14, 
15. Enter not into the Path of the IVick- 
ed, and go not into the Way of evil Men; 
avoid it, paſs not by it; turn from it, 
and paſs away. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. Now 
we command you, Brethren, in the Name 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, that ye with- 
draw yourſelves from every Brother that 
walks diſorderly, and not after the Tra- 
dition which he received of us. 1 Cor. v. 
Il. But now 1 have written unto you 
not to keep Company; I any Man that 
is called a Brother be a Fornicator, or Co- 
vetous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a 
Drunkard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch 
a one, no not to eat, Nor do the Exam- 
ples of Holy Men deviate in this Point 
from the Precepts and Exhortations of 
the Spirit, P/al. xxvi. 4, 5. { have 
not ſat with vain Perſons, neither will I 
go in with Diſſemblers. . I have hated the 
Congregation of Evil-doers, and will not ſit 
with the Wicked. Pſal. cxix. 63. I am a 


Companion of all them that fear thee, and 


>=. 200M 


S * N 
* A n 9 


. 7 32 2 4 „ 


8 P 


2 od tad. oe 9 iert Eos, SIN e g * v0 _ 


8 
i ' them that keep thy Precepts. And thus 
it was with other good Men, they did 
equally covet good, and ſhun evit Com- 
pany, Thus Mal. iii. 16. 1/henWickedneſs 
abounded, then they that feared the Lord 
talked often one to another, And in the 
firſt Times of Chriſtianity, great was the 
Intimacy and Dearneſs of the Diſciples 
of Feſus one with another; great was 
their Abhorrence of all the Works of 
Darknefs, and all Communian and Fel- 
lowſhip with thoſe that practiſed them, 
as may eafily be inferred from As i. 
and iii, and other Places of Holy Writ. 
The Scripture then is plain in this 
Point: And, from what I have ſaid, it 
appears that Reaſon is ſo too, unleſs we 
can think that Wiſdom and Folly, 
Happineſs and Miſery, are Things indit- 


ferent. 


. r 


But here *twill be objected, At this 
Rate we ſhall ſoon find ourſelves ob- 
liged to renounce the World, and quit 
all Company, Is not our Caſe much 
the ſame with that which St, Paul puts 
1 Cor. v. 9, 10? I wrote unto you in an 
Epiſtle, not to company with Fornicators ; 
yet not altogether with the Fornicator's A 

the 


—— m eines, Aa Ce V.. 5 


4 x 
4 
1 
% 
1 
J 
8 
1 
4 
1 


1 42 I}. 
the World, or with the Covetous or Ex- 
tortioners, or with Idolaters, for then 
muſt ye needs go out of the Morld. To 
this I ahſwer, 1. Be it granted, as the 
Objection ſuppoſes, that we muſt keep 
ill Company. or none, in this Cale I 
affirm it is far better to keep none. 
Retirement is not ſo dreadful. a Thing 
to a Chriſtian, - as ſome think; the 
Calm and Peace of the Mind is much 
more deſirable thin Noiſe and Laugh- 
ter; and the Quiet and Regularity of 
Privacy much to be preferred before the 
Senſuality and Confuſion of vicious Com- 
pany, Nor need any one complain of 
the Uncomfortableneſs of Solitude, who 
can converſe when he pleaſes with Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles; nay, 
with God and his Son Jeſus, A gond 
Man may meet God, like /ſaac in the 
Fields, or Moſes in the Peſart; he may 
enjoy Communion with him, like Da- 
vid in his Bed-chamber, or Foſeph in 
the Dungeon. The Promiſe, John xii, 
23. is not limited to Place; Fa Man 
love me, he will keeh my Words, and my 
Father will love him; and we will come 
unto him, and make our Abode with him. 
But, on the other Hand, in the Compa- 
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ny of the Wicked we ſhall never find 
God, nor ever feel any Effects of his 
gracious Preſence, but ſhall be expoſed 
to the Attempts and Practices of evil 
2 and to the Contagion of Vice. 

he wiſe Man obſerves, that it is bet- 
ter to live alone, than with a Compa- 
nion of a rough, untractable, and ex- 
aſperating Temper : But I am ſure there 
can be no Company, how froward and 
rough ſoever, ſo fatal to our Happineſs, 
as that which inſtils Vanity under the 
Advantages and Opportunities of Friend- 
ſhip: No Solitude can be fo diſmal or 
uncomfortable as that Society which in- 
fects the Heart, or darkens the Under- 
ſtanding ; no Provocation or Inſolence 
can be half ſo injurious as that Con- 
verſation which tends to Softneſs or 
Debauchery, to the betraying us into a 
Love of this World, and a Forgetſulneſs 
of God, 


2. This Objection may have ſome 
Colour in a Pagan or a Jewiſh World, 
but ſure it has none in a Chriſtian one, 
The Church of Chriſt is not yet left 
like a Cottage in a Vineyard; our Je- 
ruſalem is not yet degenerated to the 

Degree 


124 ] 
Degree of Feruſalem of old, when God 
ſpoke thus of it in the Prophet, Fer. v. 
1, Runyethrough the Streets of F eruſalem, 
and ſee now, and know, and ſeek in the 
broad Streetsthereof, if you can find a Man, 
if there be any that executeth Tudgment, 
that ſeeketh the Truth, &c. Nor need ” 
yet pray with the Pſalm iſt, P/al. xii. 
Help, O Lord, for the godly Man cnofeth, 

for 5 Paint fail from among the 
ol 0 For the Servants of 
God are H numerous ; nor are they 
driven to their fecret Chambers, or to 
the Wilderneſs, or aſhamed to own 
their Lord and Saviour, or to make an 
open Profeſſion of the Hope that is 
in them, 


J grant, wil vou ſay, that there are 
good Chriſtians, but they are not eaſily, 
they are not-every-where to be found ; 
but the Worſhippers of Pleaſure do 
wit - where ſwarm, every-where haunt 

There is an eafy Remedy for this: 
Do thy Duty with an humble and un- 


affected Confidence, with a fteddy and 


unalterable Reſolution: Put on the 


Garb of a Diſciple ; let the Air of a 
Chtiſtian appear in every Thing that 


thou 
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thou doeſt, or ſayeſt; let the Brightneſs 
and Beauty of Holineſs, that enriches 


2 and adorns the Soul, break forth ever 


and anon in thy Converſation; and 
thou ſhalt ſoon ſee, that the Good will 
love thee, but the Wicked will forſake 


| thee: They will ſhun thee, as Ghoſts 


are ſaid to do the Light and Day; or 
as Hypocrites and Profligates did the 
Society of the firſt Chriſtians; and of 
the reſt durſt no Man join himſelf unto 
them, Acts v. 13. Thou doſt too much 
accommodate thyſelf to the Modes 
and Humours of the World, and this 
draws upon thee the Company of the 


k { Impertinent and Vicious; 'tis an earth- 
Ir: 


ly vaniſhing Splendor, about which 
theſe Moths and Night-Flies flutter : 
*Tis Jet, not Gold and Diamond, that 
is ſaid to attract Straws, 


3. But laſtly, This Rule obliges us 
only as far as we can (the Nearneſs of 
Relation, or- neceſſary Bufineſs, does 
ſometimes make it our Duty to con- 
verſe with thoſe which we otherwiſe 
would decline; and, in this Caſe, all 
that can be expected is) not to have 
any Fellowſhip or Communion with 
| {oe C them 
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World goes now, I think this Rule is 


to be extended no farther than to Inti- 


macies and Familiarities, to voluntary 


and choſen Acquaintance, not to ac- 
cidental Meetings, or occaſional Cor- 
reſpondencies, But we mult take Cay 


not to be too favourable and compli- 


ant in this Matter: The more Sin a- 
bounds, the leſs Diſcipline is or can 
be exerciſed, the more zealous ſhould 


we be in particular to do Honour to 1 
Religion, and to fix a Mark of Same 
and Infamy upon Vice. Never is this 


Rule more ſcandalouſly tranſgreſſed, than 
when Prieſts and Prelates court the 
Company and Favour of Atheiſts and 
Adulterers: Or Matrons and Virgins 
that of a wretched Woman, whoſe 
State and Port is not more notorious 
than the Shame and Lewdneſs that 
maintains it. How can our Wives or 
Daughters think that there is any Shame 
or Turpitude in the Sin, when we pay 
ſo much Reſpect to the Sinner ? 


2dly. We muſt conſider what ought to 
be the true End and Deſign of oy 
L an 


4 
them in their Vices, but to diſcounte- . 
nance or reprove them. And, as the 
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1 
and Converſation among Chriſtians. Cer- 
tainly that Man has a very mean and 


low Notion of Friendſhip, who pro- 


poſes no ather End than to eat and to 
drink together, or to laugh and fool. 


away our precious Moments, Th: Scrip- 
ture points out to us much nobler Pur- 


poſes and Deſigns of Converſation, when 
it tells us, that our Speech ſhould be 
ſuch as may adminiſter Grace; that we 
ſhould build up one another in our holy 
Faith ; that we ſhould comfort one anc- 
ther, exhort one another continually, and 
ſo much the more, becauſe the Day ap- 
8 &c. and ſurely we are ſtrange- 
y miſtaken, if we think that our Com- 
munication will loſe all Guſt, by being 
directed to one of theſe Ends, On the 
contrary, it would doubtleſs be as much 
more delightful as beneficial, if, when 
we meet, we were accuſtomed, inſtead 
of Cenſures and Reflexions, News and 
Impertinence, or Frothineſs and Light- 
neſs, to diſcourſe of ſome worthy and 
noble Subject, becoming the Genius and 
Hope of a Chriſtian. The Example of 
David confirms this Notion; he tried, 
and found, that Friendſhip was both uſe- 
ful and pleaſant ; whilſt it was main- 

2 tained 


„ 
tained on the Stock of Religion; 17 
Companion, my Guide, my Familiar Friend; 
we took ſweet Counſel together, and wall- 


ed unto the Houſe of God in Company, 
Pſa). iv. 13, 14. 


To this it will be again objected, 


It will be very difficult at all Times to 


find Matter and Occation fer good Diſ- 
courſe, I anſwer, 1. I do not utter- 
ly and totally exc}ude the common Ac- 


cidents of Life, the Bufineſs and Affairs 


of it, nay, even Things of a pleaſant 
and divertive Nature, if modeſt and in- 


offenſive, from being ſometimes the 


Subject of Converſation; but, I fay, 
Religion ought to. be the main and 
great End of it. 2. *Tis hard for 
me to conceive, how a good Chriſtian 
ſhould often want either Matter or Op- 
portuniby for pious Diſcourſe. As for 


Matter, he muſt ſuffer the Providences 
of God to paſs without any, Obſervation 


or Remark ; he muſt be a Stranger to 
the Works of Nature ; he muſt be ut- 
terly unread in the Hiſtory of Human 
Affairs; he muſt be unacquainted with 
the Book of God; and be muſt have 
little Experience of the Power and Ope- 


ration. 


I 
* = 

9 3 ” 4 » 1 w 

FI P "+ 8 2 MES. 


[ 29 ] 

ration of God's Word and Spirit upon 
his own Soul; he muſt have reflected 
very little on the Wiles of Satan, the 
Temptations of the World, and the 
Defects and Weakneſſes of Human Na- 
ture, who can want Matter for good. 
Diſcourſe. The Man of Letters, the 
Man of Buſineſs, the Man of Pleaſure, 
never wants Matter; Books furniſh the 
one, Buſineſs the other, and their V ices 
and Diverſions the third. I'is ſtrange, 
that the Chriſtian alone ſhould be bar- 
ren. The Chriſtian! who is a Child of 
the Light, and of the Day, and ſhould 
abound in Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
The Chriſtian ! who has every Hour 
Matters of the higheſt Importance on 
his Hands! And who, finally, is enter- 
tained with more and richer Pleaſures, . 
than the moſt fortunate Epicurean can 
pretend to. As to Occaſion or Oppor- 
tunity of good Diſcourſe, did the Heart 
run that Way, every Thing would aftord 
it us. But alas! We rather ſhun than 
ſeek Occaſions : And I know not by what 
ſtrange Error we have baniſhed all Mat- 
ters of Religion out of Company; as if 
nothing but Ignorance or Affectation 
could make a Man ſo impertineat, as 
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to talk of any Thing that were pious and 
good. I beſeech you to conſider, whe- 
ther this be not a very near Approach 
to the being aſhamed of Crit? And, if 
it be, how ſhall we eſcape that dread- 
ful Sentence which is denounced againſt 
it? Markviii, 38. Whoſeever- ſhall be © 
aſhamed of me, and of my Words, in this 
<vicked and adulterous Generation, of him 
alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, 
ꝛbhen he cometh in the Glory of his Father 
with the holy Angels. This minds me 
of the 
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sd, and laſt Direction, which is, That 
we muſt be thoroughly perſuaded that the 
right Conduct of ourſelves, in the Point 
of Society, is a Matter of the higheſt Mo- 
ment and Importance, Does not the 
Scripture plainly ſuggeſt this, when. 
our Saviour tells us, Matth. xii. That 
by our Words we ſhall be juſtified, and | 
by our Wards we ſhall be condemned? 
And St. James tells us, Fames iii. 2. if 
any Man offend not in Words, the ſame 
is perfect Man. And *tis no Wonder 
the Scripture lays fo great a Streſs, or 
ſets ſo great a Value on the due Govern= _ 
ment of the Tongue, ſinee nothing tends 
N more. |? 
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| XZ more to the pleaſing of God, to the 
Honour and Intereſt of Religion, and b 
to the forming the Morals of Men, | 
As to this latter, the forming every | 


Man's particular Manners, I have faid 

enough: One Thing here I will only 

, _» remark; never was there a more illuſtri- 

ous Proof of the Efficacy of religious Con- 

* verſation, than in the primitive Times, 
Next to that of the Spirit of God itſelf, 
the Chriſtians found no greater Support 

under all their Trials, than what they 
derived from their mutual Encourage- 
ments and Exhortations of one another, 
And I do not queſtion, but that Reli- 
gious Friendſhip would be as uſeful now 
to preſerve us againſt the Snares and 
Pleaſures of Sin, as it was then to up- 
hold them under their fiery Trials and 

Afflictions, were our Diſcourſes now | 

ar ctuated by the ſame Spirit theirs were 

then. As to the plealing God; muſt 

not God, think you, be as well pleaſed | 

with our talking of, and magnifying 
> his wondrous Works, in our familiar 
> Converſations with one another, as 
with our praiſing or extolling him in 
our Cloſets? And muſt not the Regard 
i and Reverence which we teſtify for him | 
* 1999 | 


32 1 
in Company, be as acceptable to him as 
our private Adorations? Spring they not 
from the ſame Principle? And is not the 
one as ſubſervient (to ſay no more) to 
his Glory as the other? As to the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of Religion, nothing 
can more effectually promote it, than the 
giving a frequent and publick Teſtimony 
of our Value for it. Which Way can 
we more clearly convince the World of 
the Excellency and Virtue of it? Which 
Way can we more effectually propagate 
in one another the Love of it, than by 
making it appear that it has moulded 
and formed our Souls into the Image of 
God; that it has poſſeſſed our Thoughts, 
and refined our Converſation? But, on 
the other. Hand, if we have no Regard 
to our Talk, if we think this a Matter 
which. Conſcience is not concerned in, 
we ſhall ſoon ſee Religion daily. loſe 
Ground; for we ſhall ſoon learn to think 
and act with the ſame Liberty we talk; 
and this will introduce a ſtrange Face of 
Things in a little Time. | 


| Now to cloſe all: If our Care or Un- 
concernment in this Point be of this 
vaſt Conſequence, we cannot but think 

we 
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1 we ſhall be called to a ſtrict Account a- 


bout it in another World; the Day 


| coming when the Lord will fulfil his 
2 Promiſe, Mal. iii. And the Lord heark- 
ened and heard, and a Book of Remem- 
| brance wes written; and they ſhall be mine 
} faith the Lard, in that Day when 1 make 
8 7Zewels. The Day is coming when 


od will execute the Threat denounced 


in the Apoſtle Jude, Behold the Lord 


cometh with ten thouſand of his Saints, 


ts execute Judgment upon all, to convince 


all that are ungodly among us of all 
their ungodly Deeds which they have un- 


' godlily committed, and of all their hard 


Speeches which ungodly Sinners have 


ſpoken againſt him. 
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Books printed for J. RichARDSOx, 
in Pater- noſter-Row. 


1. R. Lucas's Plain Man's Guide 
to Heaven: Containing his 
Duty, I. Towards God. II. Towards 
his Neighbour. With proper Prayers, 
Meditations, and Ejaculations, deſign- 
ed chiefly for the Countryman, Tradeſ- 
man, Labourer, and ſuch like. The 4th 
Edit, Price 44. or 30s. per Hundred. 
2,—His Duty of Servants : Containing, 
I. Their Preparation for, and Choice of a 
Service, II. Their Duty in Service. To- 
gether with Prayers ſuited to each Duty. 
All which may be accommodated like- 
wiſe, for the moſt Part, to Apprentices. 
To which is added, a Diſcourſe of the 
Sacrament, ſuited peculiarly to Servants, 
The 4th Edit. 12mo. Price 15. 
3. —His Enquiry after Happineſs, 
2 vol. 8vo, The 6th Edition, 
4. — His Sermons. In 2 vol. 8vo. 
5. — His Practical Chriſtianity. The 
6th Edition, 8vo. 


6. A ſhort Letter of Inſtruction, 


ſhewing the ſureſt Way to Chriſtian 


Perfection ; Tranſlated out of French. 


'Fo which are added the pious Medita- 


tions of Bloſſus, upon the Paſſion of our 
Saviour. I2mo. 
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7 Books printed for J. RicHARDsov. 
7. Phyſico- Theology : Or a Demon- 
Kation of the Being and Attributes of | 


5 God, from his Works of Creation; being 
the Subiflance of ſixteen Sermons oreach- 


cd at St. Mary-le-Bow Church, Lon- 


* don, at the Hon, Mr. Boyle's Lectures, | 
i the Years 1711 and 1712, with large 
Notes, and many curious Obſervations. 
BV W. Derham, Rector of Upminſter | 
= in Eſſex, and Fellow of the Royal | 
1 dociety. The 11th Edit. 8vo. | 
7? _ 8.—Aftro-Theology : Or a Demon- 

ſtrat ion of the Being and Attributes of 
God, from a Survey of the Heavens, II- 

9 luſtrated with Copper-Plates. The gth | 
\ þ 7 Edit. 8vo. | 
" |? 9. The Wiſdom of God n 
the Works of the Creation. In two Parts, ; 


1 viz, The Heavenly Bodies, Elements, 

> Meteors, Foflils, Vegetables, Animals, 
> (Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, and Inſects) more 
particularly in the Body of the Earth, its | 
2 Figure, Motion, and Conſiſtency, in the | 
admirable Structu re of the Bodies of Men, 
and other Animals, as alſo in their Gene- 
ration, &, With Anſwers to ſome 
Obdjections. By John Ray, late Fellow 
= of the Royal Society. The 12th Edi- 
tion, 8 vo. 
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Books printed for J. RichAx psd. 
10. Three Phyſico- Theological Diſ- 


courſes, concerning, I. The primitive 
Chaos, and Creation of the World. II. 


Thegeneral Deluge, its Cauſes and Effects. 


III. The Diſſolution of the World, and 
future Conflag ration. Wherein are large- 


ly diſcuſſed, the Production and Uſe of 
Mountains; the Original of Fountains, of | 


formed Stones, and Sea Fifhes Bones and 
Shells found in the Earth; the Effects of 
particular Floods, and Inundations of the 
Sea; the Eruptions of Vulcano's ; the Na- 
ture and Cauſes of Earthquakes. Alſo an 
hiſtorical Account of thoſe two late re- 
markable ones in Jamaica and England, 
With practical Inferences. The. 5th 
Edition, illuſtrated with Copper- Plates; 
and much more enlarged than the former 
Editions, from the Author's own Manu- 
ſcripts. 8vo. 

11. Practical Obſervations upon the 
Miracles of our bleſſed Saviour; together 
with ſome extraordinary Paſſages of his 
Life. In 2 vol. By Fr. Bragg, B. D. 
The 3d Edit. 8vo. 

12. The devout Soul, or an Enter- 
tainment for a Penitent. Conſiſting 
of Meditations, Poems, Hymns and 
Prayers. By T. Coney, D. D. The 2d 
Edit. with Additions, 8 vo 
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